
 

2019 Breakout Sessions 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
What Do You Do WHEN…?  [Gay Bennett] 
If you are an ISP Director who’s been on the job for a few years, you can fill in the blank, probably with more than one 
scenario!  Join us as we walk through difficult situations, look at how God uses them, and share strategies for moving an 
established ISP program forward.  Come ready to participate! 
 
10 Mistakes I Made as an ISP Director  [Dr. Brenda Vishanoff] 
Few trainings or graduate programs exist that can adequately prepare a leader to effectively oversee an international  
student program. Over the best 10 years, distinct leadership axioms have emerged as we have developed our program 
while collaborating with many of other school leaders. Come consider these axioms, stories, solutions and mistakes that 
Wheaton Academy has experienced over the last 10 years and be encouraged for your years ahead!  
 
Preparing Your Students for Success at the Summer English Institute  [Benjamin Euler] 
Could your incoming students benefit from more preparation before beginning at your school? Learn how your school can 
partner with WA Global Network's Summer English Institute (SEI) as English and cultural acclimation preparation for your 
international students immediately before beginning the new school year. Details on the structure, setting, curriculum, 
activities, and outcomes will be discussed. Find out how your international students can be equipped and prepared to 
succeed and contribute on day #1. 
 
ACSI International Student Program Endorsement  [Dr. Erin Wilcox] 
Come learn more details about the ACSI International Student Program (ISP) Endorsement.  This session is for schools 
interested in this process.  Participants will be given a copy of the protocol and more details about the process. 
 
An Introduction to the F-1 Visa and SEVP Certification  [Kelly Pilleux-Petronia and Saskia Hoffman] 
This session will cover SEVIS immigration basics and is intended for participants with 0-4 years SEVIS experience. 
 
Intermediate F-1 Topics, SEVP Updates & Q&As [Kelly Pilleux-Petronia and Saskia Hoffman] 
This session will cover SEVIS immigration topics for the experienced SEVIS user. 
 
So, Your High School Wants to Work with International Recruiting Agents  [Brittany Goodman] 
This session will provide high level insight on market trends and best practices in international student recruitment.  
Participants will discuss working with agents, particular challenges in high school recruitment and market competition. 
Come join in on this conversation and share what is and is not working in your school setting. 
 
Unconference Session for Admissions: A Facilitated Discussion  [Dr. Brenda Vishanoff] 
You have the opportunity to set the agenda. Bring your questions, lessons learned, and ideas.  
 
  



Diving Deeper: Where Homestay Programs Go From Here  [Dr. Rob Brown] 
This session will build upon the foundation of the keynote address. We will take a look at specific recommendations for 
international homestay programs to continually improve. We will collaborate together to begin planning practical steps for 
how our individual programs can and should operate most effectively. 
 

ACADEMIC 
Inservice/Professional Training Designed to Prepare Faculty to Teach ELLs  [Cyndi Adair] 
There are so many factors to consider when building an international program, but helping teachers feel prepared to work 
with your ELL population is especially important. This session will focus on the types of teacher training that can assist 
your faculty in meeting the cultural, emotional, and educational needs of international students in their classrooms. 
 
Supporting English Language Learners in Reading Across the Curriculum  [Cyndi Adair] 
All classroom teachers are, in essence, reading teachers, and this session is geared to helping classroom teachers of all subject 
matters make their content area reading more accessible to their English Language Learners. 
 
Teaching Science to International Students and Why Your Faculty Should Love Teaching International Students 
[Kiernan Mack] 
Teachers often struggle to communicate well with international students and can get frustrated in teaching them well. We 
will discuss the realities of dealing with these struggles and ideas to help faculty develop good relationships with 
international students to overcome language and cultural missteps. 
 
Creating Curriculum with Resources On Hand  [Charity Moon] 
During this interactive workshop we’ll be evaluating the resources at your disposal and how to develop supplemental 
materials from what’s available to you. You’ll walk away inspired and confident that you can develop curriculum! 
 
Thoughtful Curriculum and Student Engagement Planning for the International Student  [Dr. Brenda Vishanoff] 
School leaders are charged with determining how to successfully integrate international students into their academic 
community. Come discuss together how to maximize the international student’s perspective in class through thoughtful 
curriculum planning and student engagement. Come consider several approaches that support international learners in 
your classrooms. Multi-tiered ELL support, thoughtful course placement and proper curriculum sequencing will be 
discussed. 
 
Vocabulary: Teaching Academic Language Across Content Areas  [Mary Perley] 
Join us as we explore what academic language constitutes at the word level.  We will discuss what words you should teach 
and strategies for how to teach them, as well as particular challenges ELLs face in learning academic vocabulary in math, 
science, social studies, and ELA.  
 
Undesirable Realities in College: What Christian School Teachers Need to Know  [Dr. Ted Song] 
This session will cover the challenges that current college international students are facing and will facilitate the discussion 
on how K-12 Christian school teachers can help resolve the issues. The differences between secular and Christian college 
education will also be discussed.   
 
10 Things Principals Should Know and Do to Support an International Program  [Kori Hockett] 
 

BIBLE & DISCIPLESHIP 
 
Creating a Kingdom Community of Learning: How to Build and Sustain a Safe and Honoring Classroom for 
International Students to Learn about the Bible and a Biblical Worldview  [Matt Dominguez]  
Students must first feel trust for the teacher, learning environment, and peers.  International students exploring the 
Christian faith have particular needs in this area.  Come explore how to create and sustain a life giving, loving, and safe 
environment for students to be authentic in their journey and thrive in your school and classrooms. 



Teaching a Christ Centered Biblical Worldview as a Means of Introducing the Gospel to International Students 
[Matt Dominguez]  
Come discuss and consider how teaching worldview in a loving and honoring way can be a structure to learn about and 
evaluate world religions with dignity and authenticity. Participants will explore how to help students examine who and 
what they put their trust in and why Jesus as the fullness of reality is the best way to live.  This approach to teaching 
worldview is accomplished without dishonoring or demeaning other worldviews, cultures, and religions. 
 
Case Studies of International Students on a Faith Journey  [Matt Dominguez] 
Participants will encounter 4 students on various steps in their faith journey and will discuss together how to best help each 
student move forward towards a deeper understanding and relationship with Jesus. We will discuss the essential nature of 
honoring, embracing, and protecting the truth of journey and the process of authentic growth 
 
Q&A about Teaching Worldview, Discipleship, and Bible to International Students  [Matt Dominguez] 
This session will begin with a short summary of components to be considered when teaching Worldview, Discipleship, and 
Bible to international believers and non-believers.  Then participants will have the opportunity to ask and discuss questions 
around this essential topic.  
 
Meaningful Spiritual Conversations with International Students  [Gay Bennett] 
Together we’ll look at key components to quality conversations, major obstacles/challenges, mistakes to avoid, and some 
key questions to ask.  What do we do when they choose to follow Jesus?  Bring your ideas, successes and heart for your 
students to encounter Jesus at your school.  The mission field has come to us! 
 
Growing in Our Faith and Adjusting to American Christianity  [WA International Students] 
Students will share about their experience transitioning to the American church from their home country churches.   
Attendees will have the opportunity to consider these experiences as they make programmatic decisions in their schools.  
 
Teaching Biblical Literacy to ELLs  [Mary Perley] 
Join us for an informative session on designing and implementing a biblical literacy course for international students.  We 
will discuss challenges and solutions, present a framework for course content, identify ways to incorporate language and 
academic skills, and share both print and digital resources to use in class. This session is also appropriate for faculty and 
staff looking for resources and ideas on how to better present the story of the Bible to non-Christian students in more 
informal contexts. 
 

GLOBALIZING YOUR SCHOOL 
 
Developing a Global Studies Certificate Program on Your Campus  [Dr. Brenda Vishanoff] 
Global curiosity and cultural intelligence are necessary attributes for Christian high school graduates. Consider how a 
global studies certificate might promote the skills of developing empathy, understanding cultural identity and developing 
a Biblically based worldview. A portfolio-based journey that ties together global curriculum, co-curriculars, and local 
opportunities will be presented. 
 
Recruiting and Training Your Staff for Outbound Travel  [Amy Heavey] 
There are many ways to best prepare your staff for traveling both domestic and internationally. During this session, we will 
discuss the procedures, protocols, and necessary items to look for while recruiting and building your travel groups. We 
will also go over some case studies to help give you the most real life experiences and ideas for this endeavor. 
 
Covering the World: Determining Scope and Sequence of International Travel  [Amy Heavey] 
Sending students around the world is an amazing experience. During this session, we will analyze and discover all the 
amazing places to send students and many of the logistics and details that go into choosing a location. 
 
  



Developing a Long-Term Vision for Outbound Service Learning  [Val Gregersen] 
Investing in a distinct global community for multiple years blesses the global community and your school.  Come hear one 
example of a long-term partnership in Haiti and take building blocks for this type of relationship back to your school. 
 
Embedding an International Student Program into the Fabric of Your School Culture  [Kori Hockett] 
International student programs are becoming increasingly popular, but all too often these programs become a school within 
a school. This session will explore effective ways to successfully integrate international learners into your community so 
these students can deepen the learning experience for everyone. Come ready to learn, reflect, and develop plans to take 
back to your school. 
 
Advocacy in International Education (Advancing your International Program into your Institutional Culture) 
[Rebecca Yoon] 
Now that you’ve acquired lots of new ideas, the question moves to how to accomplish it all? In this proactive session, 
participants will walk through an international program issue, learning how to leverage skills and knowledge to effectively 
enact change and promote program growth.  
 
Intercultural Communication  [Rebecca Yoon] 
This session will focus on facilitating intercultural learning opportunities for your school’s students, hosts, and faculty. We 
will review intercultural theory and determine best practices for presenting timely and effective training to enhance global 
learning for all. Participants will leave with a list of resources and exercises they can implement on their own campuses.  
 
 

HOST PARENTS 
 
Recruiting, Training and Evaluating your Host Family Team  [Julie Grant] 
Professionalizing your host family team is a critical component in your care and responsibility for international students.  
Come hear best practices in finding, retaining, equipping and giving meaningful feedback to your host parent team. 
 
Equipping your Students for Success: Understanding Chinese Cultural Differences that Affect the Student Experience 
[Will Mejia] 
In this session we will help schools and families understand more about the culture and schools from which our Chinese 
students come.  We will also discuss their most common struggles in an American homestay and how a proactive 
educational approach to these issues sets everyone up for success.  
 
What We Think Makes a Great Host Family!  [WA Students] 
Students will share their expectations before coming to Wheaton Academy. They will then reflect on the reality of living 
with an American host family. Come and hear about a variety of experiences and how these students have learned to adapt 
and compromise while living in with a host family.  
 
Why Do They Come?  [Paul Theule] 
With focus on China, attendees will examine the reasons parents send their children to the U.S. for studies. These include 
honoring the (God-given) dignity of their child, shelter for their child, and the opportunity to advance socio-economically.   
In some ways, many of our students are refugees, including those with money. Come consider the how we can offer them 
love, rather than pure evangelization, offering them a wide variety of cups of cold water. 
 
Joining Stories: Building Relationships with Trust  [Paul Theule] 
Many of our students come with a relationship and trust void—and a longing.  Topics will include China’s one child policy, 
the gaokao, cultural obligations, China security, teaching servant leadership, marriage and family, and looking in on our 
church culture. International students come with a basic desire like the rest of our students: establish relationships—because 
it's how God made us—in His image! The key is trust, and trust builds hope. 
 
  



Supporting the Host Family Through an After School Study Hour Program  [Katelyn Johnson] 
 
Q&A: What does "Effective" Look Like for My Program?  [Dr. Rob Brown] 
Bring your questions, ideas, and insights to share with others as we encourage and sharpen one another in working with 
international students.  This will be a roundtable discussion where we will tackle the overall idea of exploring effective 
practices that work for our various programs. 

STUDENT LIFE 
A Student Services Team Approach to Medical and Mental Health Needs of International Students  
[Hollee Ball and Julie Grant] 
Come learn how to equip your student services team (counselor, nurse, program leadership) and external partners to meet 
the needs of your international students. Examples will be shared of various medical and psychological situations that can 
occur during your school year. Discuss the roles an international intervention team can play in meeting these needs. 
 
4 Difficult Situations That Actually Happened and How We Worked Through Them  [Hollee Ball and Julie Grant] 
Nothing teaches you what you need to know as an International student program leader more than walking through a 
crisis situation in your program. We’ve all had these situations occur. Wheaton Academy will share 4 of them as case 
studies.  Participants will solve these case studies together, pulling out beliefs and program practices that lead to repeatable 
solutions in the future. 
 
10 Strategies for Communicating with Chinese Parents  [Rochelle Yang] 
Come discuss common questions that most of the first year Chinese students and parents have. We will provide some 
examples of these types of questions and you might go about answering these questions. 
 
Successes and Challenges Making American Friends  [WA Students] 
Come listen to International Students share about their challenges and successes making American friends.  They will reflect 
specifically on their adjustment to Wheaton Academy’s school culture. Attendees will leave with fresh insights and 
reminders as to what this transition is like for our international students. 
 
A First Year Program for International College Freshmen  [Allie Koyalik] 
Come learn about a model holistic approach to supporting first year international students at American universities. This 
session will dive into the scope and sequence of these programs and services.  Attendees will leave this session better 
understanding the transition to college for international students and also what take-aways are relevant to the high school 
program. 
 
Unconference Session for Health and Counseling: A Facilitated Discussion  [Hollee Ball and Julie Grant] 
You have the opportunity to set the agenda.  Bring your questions, lessons learned, and ideas.  
 
Give Your International Student Leaders a Voice!  [Gay Bennett] 
Have you ever asked your students how to improve their experience at your school?  Returning international students have 
ideas and very strong opinions about what works and what doesn’t!  The challenge is finding a ‘structure’ for leadership 
where they can flourish, and gives them a voice that is heard.  We are in Year THREE … come learn from our mistakes and 
get ideas from our successes!  


