
 
 

International Student Program Conference 2020 
Session Descriptions  

Administrative 
 

 
10 Things Principals Should Know and Do to Support an International Program amidst COVID-19  
[Kori Hockett] Support from teachers and school leadership is essential to the success and ultimate buy-in of an 
international student program. The principal’s articulation of program goals and how this ties into mission, vision, 
and strategic plan is really important. Come hear how school leaders can support the international staff as they 
build these important programs on campus. October 6th at 11:00AM CST  
 
International (F-1) Student Lifecycle for Private K-12 Schools [Kelly Pilleux-Petronia and Saskia Hofman] 
Representatives from the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) will present the F-1 Student Lifecycle, 
updates for SEVIS users and COVID-19 Resources for SEVP-Certified schools. October 20th at 11:00AM CST  
 
ACSI International Student Program Endorsement [Dr. Erin Wilcox] 
Come learn more details about the ACSI International Student Program (ISP) Endorsement. This session is for 
schools interested in this process. Participants will be given a copy of the protocol and more details about the 
process. October 13th at 11:00AM CST 
 
International Student Program Director Panel [Gay Bennett, Christen McCommon] 
Description Forthcoming October 27th at 11:00AM CST 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Academic  
 

Chinese Students and E-Learning in the Age of COVID-19 [Rochelle Yang] 
We will discuss how to support the overseas Chinese students doing E-learning in COVID. We will help you 
understand the realities and obstacles they are facing. And give you some ideas to keep them better.  
October 13th at 11:00AM CST 

 
Resources to Build Community and Language Proficiency in a Virtual Classroom [Charity Moon] 
Teaching this year has required a massive shift in traditional “in-person” methods, yet much of what you hope to 
achieve in a classroom setting can be transferred online. Although it may look different, the goal is still the same: 
connect with students and help them grow in their language skills. In our session we will look at ways we can 
adapt our lessons to an online format as well as identify a variety of online resources that support students in 
meeting their language goals. In addition, we will discuss ideas for an online class experience that creates a strong 
sense of community. Come prepared to share resources you have found that work well in an online classroom 
setting. October 6th at 11:00AM CST  
 
Creating a Kingdom Community of Learning: How to Build and Sustain a Safe and Honoring Classroom for 
International Students to Learn about the Bible and a Biblical Worldview [Matt Dominguez] 
Students must first feel trust for the teacher, learning environment, and peers. International students exploring the 
Christian faith have particular needs in this area. Come explore how to create and sustain a life giving, loving, and 
safe environment for students to be authentic in their journey and thrive in your school and classrooms. 
October 20th at 12:00PM CST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Care & Support 
 

Meaningful Conversations with Int’l Students … about Life and Jesus! [Gay Bennett] 
Come ready to contribute to the discussion about having quality conversations with int’l students!  We’ll look at 
key components, some mistakes to avoid, and key questions to ask.  Bring your heart for your students, to know 
they are loved by you and our amazing God. October 6th at 11:00AM CST 
 
10 Strategies for Communicating with Chinese Parents [Rochelle Yang] 
We will discuss common questions that most of the 1st year Chinese students and parents have. We will provide 
some examples of these questions and what you might go about answering these questions.  
October 27th at 11:00AM CST 
 
Unconference Session for Health and Counseling during COVID-19: A Facilitated Discussion  
[Hollee Ball and Julie Grant]  
You have the opportunity to set the agenda. Bring your questions, lessons learned, and ideas. 
October 20th at 11:00AM CST  
 
Give Your International Student Leaders a Voice! [Gay Bennett] 
Have you ever asked your students how to improve their experience at your school? Returning international 
students have ideas and very strong opinions about what works and what doesn’t! The challenge is finding a 
‘structure’ for leadership where they can flourish and gives them a voice that is heard. We are in Year FOUR … 
come learn from our mistakes and get ideas from our successes! October 13th at 12:00PM CST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Admissions/Recruiting 
 

Recruiting International Students in a COVID-19 Reality [James Brannon and David Rivera] 
COVID-19 and the international response to it have upended typical marketing strategies for international 
student programs across the United States. Innovative and creative ways to engage overseas markets have never 
been more important, not only for our current reality but also for the future. Join James Brannon and David 
Rivera - the marketing and student recruitment team for WA Global Network - as they share specific, practical 
takeaways on how to develop an online recruitment strategy that fits the moment - and beyond. 
October 6th at 11:00AM CST 
 
The Agent Voice 2020 Through COVID-19 [Brittany Goodman] 
The 2020 ICEF Agent Voice is a newly updated survey of over 127 ICEF-screened agents from more than 80 
countries. This session will present the latest results from the survey, with a particular focus on those results most 
relevant to US educators. This includes a year-on-year comparison of the attractiveness of international study 
destinations per education sector, as perceived by agents recruiting for a range of study programs - which we will 
focus on the secondary market. This research will provide firsthand what the agents are saying and best 
marketing channels for recruitment moving forward through the pandemic. October 20th at 11:00AM CST 

 
 
Understanding the Broader International Recruitment Market [Bryant Kong] 
Come hear insights on the current international recruitment market and better understand best practices currently 
used by many of the premier boarding schools and homestay schools at this time in international recruitment. A 
focus of this session will be discussion of working with agents towards recruitment. Come bring your questions 
and learn on this topic. October 13th at 12:00PM CS



 

Host Families/Other 
 

 
The Future of International Higher Education: What Your Program Needs to Know [Rebecca Yoon] 
Pandemic, Politics, and Pressure have taken the field of International Education on a wild ride in 2020. The 
changes happening in higher education will certainly affect every part of a high school international program. 
This session will give an overview of trends to watch and offer suggestions on how to attract students in the new 
reality. October 27th at 11:00AM CST 
 
Retaining and Encouraging Your Host Families During this Time [Julie Grant] 
Professionalizing your host family team is a critical component in your care and responsibility for international 
students. Come hear best practices in finding, retaining, equipping and encouraging your host families for going 
the extra mile during this time. October 27th at 11:00AM CST 
 
Don’t Give Up! A Facilitated Discussion on International Education [Rebecca Yoon] 
If you’re feeling weary or fearful, this session is for you. Be encouraged about why this matters, join your 
colleagues in a discussion about challenges and opportunities, and learn about ways to continue to build your 
program and your skills during this uncertain time. October 20th at 12:00PM CST 
 

 


	Administrative
	Academic
	Chinese Students and E-Learning in the Age of COVID-19 [Rochelle Yang]
	Resources to Build Community and Language Proficiency in a Virtual Classroom [Charity Moon]
	Teaching this year has required a massive shift in traditional “in-person” methods, yet much of what you hope to achieve in a classroom setting can be transferred online. Although it may look different, the goal is still the same: connect with student...
	Creating a Kingdom Community of Learning: How to Build and Sustain a Safe and Honoring Classroom for International Students to Learn about the Bible and a Biblical Worldview [Matt Dominguez]
	Students must first feel trust for the teacher, learning environment, and peers. International students exploring the Christian faith have particular needs in this area. Come explore how to create and sustain a life giving, loving, and safe environmen...
	October 20th at 12:00PM CST

	Student Care & Support
	Meaningful Conversations with Int’l Students … about Life and Jesus! [Gay Bennett]
	Come ready to contribute to the discussion about having quality conversations with int’l students!  We’ll look at key components, some mistakes to avoid, and key questions to ask.  Bring your heart for your students, to know they are loved by you and ...
	10 Strategies for Communicating with Chinese Parents [Rochelle Yang]
	We will discuss common questions that most of the 1st year Chinese students and parents have. We will provide some examples of these questions and what you might go about answering these questions.
	October 27th at 11:00AM CST
	Unconference Session for Health and Counseling during COVID-19: A Facilitated Discussion
	[Hollee Ball and Julie Grant]
	You have the opportunity to set the agenda. Bring your questions, lessons learned, and ideas.
	October 20th at 11:00AM CST
	Give Your International Student Leaders a Voice! [Gay Bennett]
	Have you ever asked your students how to improve their experience at your school? Returning international students have ideas and very strong opinions about what works and what doesn’t! The challenge is finding a ‘structure’ for leadership where they ...

	Admissions/Recruiting
	Host Families/Other

